Life Cycle of the American Lotus -by Andy Hahn

Slender, and tightly wrapped in two parallel rolls, the leaf of the American lotus emerges from the river. The water is
shallow. If it’s a foot deep, it’s barely more. But this is hard to judge too precisely since the underwater earth nowhere
approaches what could be called solid ground. Rather it is a muddy suspension of dirt in water that can swallow a foot whole
to the ankle. It is this ground that the lotus very lightly roots itself in and emerges from. The white root end fades into the
green stalk which holds the leaf in a way that the whole appears as a single spear shooting out of the water and aiming for

the sky’s center. The leaf, once exposed to the light

and air, begins to separate itself from the line of
the stem and take on its own character. Depending
on when this urge arises, the leaf can end up in two

2 {3 ik places. One is resting on the surface of the river
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where it receives watery support and is subject to

every wake and wave. Here, small silvery beads can
quickly roll across it like mercury without leaving

—— any moisture behind on the surface. The leaf can
also fully take to the air, supporting itself in the
< midst of calm and gusty winds. Either way, the
lotus leaf begins to tilt and show expansion as air

fills out its tight rolls. As it unrolls, it takes on the
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look of a double scroll being opened at both ends

or of a pair of binoculars. When completely
unrolled, the leaf finishes its transition from aiming for the sky’s center to aiming at every point along the horizon with its
roundness. If resting on the water, it lays out flat and shows its radiating veins like several trickles of water emerging from a
spot on the ground and going in every direction. If resting in the air the leaf shows more of its own strength taking on a
sort of fountain shape. We can follow this shape in the veins of the leaf as they arise singularly in several directions out of
the central stem and carry the leaf up at an angle away from the water as water spurting from a fount. When these veins
begin to branch at a little over half way between the center and the edge of the leaf, the leaf itself angles back down, as
falling water, towards the river. So the leaf stands, or floats, and the time has come for the bud to show itself.

On a separate stalk, close to the leaf, an egg shaped, green bud appears with two sepals on each side. The bud wells up as
more sepals are pulled out of the top, leaving the original two at the bottom of a complex switl of sepal/petal points. From
above, this appears as a sort of vortex which could trace out the path of some wandering planet over the existence of the
bud. One could imagine the outer points referring to the past and then swirling from the two original sepals into the more
present center. In this swirl, a transformation is traced out from the outer green sepals to inner near-petals which are whiter.
Fully white petals finally show in the gush of the opening bud that gives a cup shape and exposes the yellow pistil to the air.
At first, the top of the pale yellow pistil is exposed showing many glistening yellow stigmas which form two concentric
circles with one or two individuals in the center. The petals more and more fall back from the pistil then and expose its full
shape as a sort of inverted cone. After pollination, as the stigmas begin to darken and the petals fall back until they trickle
down to the river, the pistil expands towards a full fruit and shades toward green. The fruit takes on a rippled wall as the
seeds within grow larger. As expansion continues large holes replace the once small glistening stigmas and the fruit dries out
leaving us with a brown pod which holds the seeds for new generation.

You are Invited To a Retain the Rain Workshop

A Retain the Rain workshop on permeable paving that reduces stormwater runoff will be held October 3, 2007 at the
LeClaire Levee parking lot, 100 South Front Street, LeClaire, lowa. It is open to the general public and will feature Wayne
Peterson, Urban Resources Conservationist, NRCS, Towa City, IA; Rob Wolfe, R] Wolfe and Sons, contractor on the project;
and River Action, Retain the Rain sponsor.

The solution to reducing the Quad Cities” stormwater runoff, and thus lowering flood levels and improving the quality of
water in rivers and streams, lies in increasing the permeability of home, business, and industrial properties. One of the best
ways to achieve this is by designing and installing simple, cost-effective projects like permeable parking lots.

Quad City communities are assessing stormwater utility fees based on the amount of impervious surfaces on properties, and
three cities offer monetary credits for projects that reduce runoff. It will be increasingly advantageous for residents and
professionals to know about the range of available projects that retain the rain and how to install them.

The workshop is free. Please register by calling River Action at (563) 322-2969 or e-mail riveraction.org. before October 1,
2007, to assure receiving an information packet.
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Shop, Save AND Support The
Master Naturalist Program.

Simply purchase a §5 coupon booklet for
use at the Community Day Sale at Younkers

and Elder-Beerman on Saturday, November
10.

» You pay $5. You GET a $10 store coupon.

» The Master Naturalist Program gets to
keep the entire $5!

» PLUS, your donation is matched by the
University of Illinois — doubling your
impact!

» Those who purchase coupon booklets are
able to take advantage of a single regular
or sale price merchandise item of $10 or
more, which means that you have been
doubly paid back for your donation. It’s a
fantastic deal!

» Coupons are valid on all regular and sale
price merchandise. (Excludes Door
Busters and Bonus Buys) This is a
tremendous opportunity to purchase items
that are rarely discounted like Liz
Claiborne, Jones New York Sport,
Waterford Crystal, Fossil and more.

» Eight 20% off coupons.

» Two merchandise bonus buys.

» Stores open eatly at 6 a.m. and stay open
late for convenient shopping times.

Take advantage of the pre-sale October 31
— November 9. You may select merchandise
prior to the day of the event. You may pick
up your presell anytime between November
10 and the close of business on Monday,
November 12. No waiting in lines! And you
can shop even if you won’t be in town that
weekend.

Coupons are good at any Bon-Ton,
Bergner’s Boston Store, Carson Pirie Scott,
Elder-Beerman, Herberget’s or Younkers —
so you can buy them for friends and family
around the country!

To order your coupon booklets, send $5
per booklet, made payable to University of
llinois Extension, 4550 Kennedy Drive, East
Moline, IL. Include your name and address
and we’ll mail them to you. You can also buy
them at the Extension office. If you buy one
at the store (Younkers or Elder Beerman) be
sure to indicate that you want the money to
go to the Rock Island County Extension &
4-H Education Foundation (that’s our non-
profit 501 C 3).

Thank you for your support!

Join us for a night at the IMAX® with

KENNY SALWEY

Author of
Tales of a River Rat:
Adventures A/ong the
Wild Mississippi

Co-author of
The Last River Rat:
Kenny Sahvey's Life in
the Wild

Book signing * Storytelling * Q&A -« Film viewings

View the Emmy-winning documentary about life on the Mississippi.

MISSISSIPPI: TALES OF
THE LAST RIVER RAT

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
3 SHOWS: 3,5 AND 7 PM.
$5 ADMISSION
IMAX® THEATRE

1717 WEST 12TH STREET, DAVENPORT

Purchase tickets by calling 563-324-1933

or by visiting www.putnam.org.




